[Bullous eruption in systemic lupus erythematosus].
A 39 years old black woman with systemic lupus erythematosus developed tense bullae on erythematous bases on the flexor surfaces of the forearms and oral cavity. Some blisters healed with atrophy and pruritus was a striking feature. The diagnosis of systemic lupus erythematosus was based upon the following criteria: the typical blush in the butterfly area, alopecia, a painful macular papular eruption on the palms and fingers, fever, arthralgia, anemia, leukopenia, elevation of erythrocyte sedimentation rate and positive ANA. Histologic examination showed a subepidermal bulla formation and perivascular inflammatory infiltrate containing lymphocytes and eosinophils. By indirect immunofluorescence no autoantibodies were detected. Direct immunofluorescence showed deposition of linear IgG. High doses of prednisone brought about clinical remission but there was no response to sulfone. The patient is on maintenance dose. The authors discuss the differences between the three diseases and conclude that the bullous eruption cannot be classified.